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COMMISSIONERS IN DALLAS --- 


% Criticized the doctrine of Reprobation while leaving Confession intact. 
% Returned Brief Statement of Belief to committee for further improvement. 
% Heard Young Life, Child Evangelism, etc., commended with mild reservations. 
% Adopted new Form of Government and Rules of Discipline. 

% Declined to participate in any “Blake-Pike” type Church mergers. 

¥% Refused to re-open union negotiations with U.P.U.S.A. Church. 


¥% Sustained constitutionality of capital punishment. 


% Declined to add Liturgical Year to Church Calendar: Lent, Epiphany, etc. 
% Reiterated policy of “no geographical boundaries” for U.S. Church. 


% Referred Mexico “Plan of Cooperation” to Board of Missions for decision. 
% Authorized borrowing $1,250,000 to finance Covenant Life Curriculum. 
% Declined to encourage introduction of new curriculum before it appears. 
% Declared Tithe not mandatory but valid as yardstick in stewardship. 

% Defended the NCC as a “bulwark against materialistic Communism.” 

% Spoke out against “immoral and salacious” motion pictures. 


¥% Refused to speak as an Assembly on political questions such as federal aid 
to private schools, but encouraged individual Christians to act. 


(See p. 3) 








ASSEMBLY SIDELIGHTS 


The fraternal delegate from the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, Dr. 
John Wilson, acknowledged the Mod- 
erator and the presiding Chairman, 
Judge Fulton: “It is a pleasure to be 
received by the Law and then intro- 
duced to the Gospel!” 





One committee was regaled by a 
commissioner who took up most of the 
morning making his views plain, ask- 
ing questions, suggesting procedure. 
Things moved rather slowly. After 
lunch the talkative one discovered that 
he was in the wrong committee 
meeting. 





Texas hospitality is Southern hospi- 
tality . . . plus. Commissioners will 
not soon forget the smooth way they 
were daily transported to SMU for 
evening meals in private cars, the 
Sunday dinner in the private homes 
of the Highland Park congregation and 
the fabulous barbecue (complete with 
stagecoach rides) on the Toddie Lee 
Wynne Ranch. The editor had an 
additional personal demonstration of 
such hospitality for two days of semi- 
nars on the campus of Austin Semi- 
nary, beginning with red carpet treat- 
ment for a 2 a.m. arrival. 





(Dr. W. J. Millard, in the course 
of the discussion on capital punish- 
ment): “Much time could be saved if 
gentlemen of the jury (pardon me, 
Assembly), will hear Dr. Julian Lake, 
a member of the permanent committee 
on Christian Relations.” 





(The Moderator, during the vote 
on adding special days to the Church’s 
Calendar): “All in favor say ‘Aye.’— 
All opposed say ‘Aye.’ (pause) . . 
The ‘Ayes’ have it!” 





Final count of commissioners: 533. 
(3 short of possible full number.) 
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BRAZIL — The Caico church, West 
Brazil Mission, urgently needed to 
have a new building site leveled be- 
fore construction could begin on a 
student hostel and pastor’s residence. 
The Brazilian Army Engineers were 
building a new highway right in front 
of the strategically located church 
property and the pastor, the Rev. 
Pedro Bezerra, asked the Batallion 
Commander if he would use his road 
machinery to excavate the land, a 
customary service for similar organi- 
zations in Brazil. The Commander, 
violently anti - Protestant, refused. 
The building committee appealed to 
the Governor but was turned down. 

The congregation went on their 
knees seeking a solution. Three days 
later, a young lieutenant appeared at 
the manse saying, “Sir, we are at 
your service to level your property.” 
Like Rhoda at the gate when she saw 
Peter, Rev. Mr. Bezerra was speech- 
less. Immediately he went to the 
building site where for ten days they 
worked moving huge boulders with 
dynamite and levelling the hill top. 
Just as the big machines were putting 
on the finishing touches, the Com- 
mander returned from a two weeks’ 
trip. He took one look at the work 
and went into a rage. “Who gave 
permission to level the Protestants’ 
land?” 

After considerable confusion the 
story came out. In his rush to leave, 
the Commander had not been explicit 
in his instructions. He had wished 
to clear the hill top on the opposite 
side of the road from the church’s 
property — on which it was planned 
to build an officer’s club. Instead, 
the young lieutenant, knowing of the 
many requests from the _ church, 
thought the order was to clear our 
property. The job was done to per- 
fection just as‘ we had originally re- 
quested. Construction is now under 
way on the student hostel and manse. 


General Assembly Quickly Clears Docket 





Two Tatoos, Too... 


MANILA (RNS) — A Roman 
Catholic missionary was blessing 
rosaries for prisoners in the Ma- 
nila City Jail when two of the in- 
mates asked for special blessings— 
and turned their backs on him. 


Father Jude McGeough, S. S. C., 
was taken aback when he saw a 
tattoo of the head of Christ on one 
back and a tattoo of the Blessed 
Virgin on the other. “I didn’t 
know of any liturgical blessing for 
tatoos,” the priest commented af- 
terwards, “but I gave them a bless- 
ing anyway.” 











Anglican Group Hits 
Ceylon Merger Plan 


LONDON (RNS) — The proposed 
Church of Lanka in Ceylon — com- 
prising Anglicans, Baptists, Methodists 
and Presbyterians — was to come un- 
der fire at the Convocation of Canter- 
bury meeting here in May. 


A majority report issued jointly by 
committees of the Convocations of 
Canterbury and York expressed the 
belief that, despite certain anomalies, 
the Church of Lanka will be “a true 
part of the universal Church, holding 
the Catholic faith and possessed of 
an apostolic ministry of bishops, 
priests and deacons.” 


However, a minority report took a 
critical view, forseeing the disappear- 
ance of the Anglican communion in 
considerable areas of the world should 
the proposed new Church be approved 
and similar union plans adopted else- 
where. 


The minority report also questioned 
whether unification rights would, in 
fact, confer holy orders, as the ma- 
jority report contended. In addition, 
it expressed concern over the fact 
that two of the Churches involved in 
the Ceylon plan favor the ordination 


—Rev. Pierre W. Dubose of women. 


(Editor’s Note: Last week the 
JOURNAL reported the 101st Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
from opening night (Thursday, April 
27) through Sunday (April 30). Busi- 
ness conducted during this time was 
limited to four ad interim committee 
reports (Centennial, Brief Statement 
of Belief, Predestination and Tithe). 
The remaining ad interim report and 
the general business of the Assembly 
were dealt with Monday and Tuesday.) 

DALLAS, Texas — In two jam- 
packed days of business the General 
Assembly moved smoothly and often 
without debate through a crowded 
docket as it completed its work in 
time for a 5 p. m. adjournment Tues- 
day. The Assembly, in its more im- 
portant actions: 

—Received “as information only” an 
ad interim report on non-denomina- 
tional youth organizations such as 
Young Life and Child Evangelism, 
which mildly criticized these for a lack 
of “Church” consciousness while en- 
couraging Presbyterians to study and 
benefit from their “effective tech- 
niques.” 

—Declined to participate in any dis- 
cussions leading to “Blake-Pike” types 
of Church union on the ground that 
the Constitution of the Church for- 
bids union negotiations with Churches 
of faith and order other than Re- 
formed. 


—Refused to re-open union negotia- 
tions with the U. P. U. S. A. (North- 
ern Presbyterian) Church on essen- 
tially the same grounds: that the pres- 
ent aims of the U. P. U. S. A. Church 
are unclear respecting its intention to 
merge with Church bodies outside the 
Reformed family. 


—Tabled (in effect, killed) a recom- 
mendation that the Assembly go on 
record favoring the abolition of capital 
punishment. 


—Adopted a study of the National 
Council of Churches made by the de- 
nomination’s representatives to the 
National Council in which charges of 
Communism within the Churches were 
denied and the NCC was declared 
a “bulwark” against Communism. 
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New moderator Wallace Alston (second from right) receives the gavel 
from retiring moderator Marion Boggs as former moderators W. T. Thompson, 
William Elliott, Darby Fulton (partially hidden) and Philip Howerton (from 
left) look on. 





—Postponed action on an NCC re- 
quest that the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., participate in the NCC’s pro- 
gram of “long-range planning” until 
the General Council has ascertained 
what plans are contemplated and has 
reported back to the next Assembly. 


—Referred to the Board of World 
Missions itself for “further study, 
necessary changes and implementa- 
tion” the “Plan of Cooperation” sub- 
mitted to the Assembly by a special 
committee which has been negotiating 
with other denominations and the 
Presbyterian Church of Mexico. 


—Answered an overture about “cir- 
cularizing the Church” (with particular 
reference to “Presbyterian Laymen” 
of Selma, Ala.,) by reiterating the ac- 
tion of the 1934 Assembly, which reg- 
istered its “emphatic disapproval of 
the practice of circulating pamphlets, 
letters, or articles throughout the 
Church attacking the orthodoxy or 
Christian character of ministers or 
laymen or courts of the Church with- 
out due recourse to the laws and 
courts of the Church.” The Standing 
Committee on Bills and Overtures 
amended the text of the overture so 
as to take out sections calling for 
punitive action and for “impelling’”’ 
the presbytery of jurisdiction to act 
against the Selma group. 


—Spoke to churches using the Book of 
Common Worship and other similar 
sources in the ordination of church 
officers: ‘The General Assembly at- 
taches supreme importance to the ne- 
cessity of using the questions required 
by the Constitution of the Presbyter- 
ian Church, U. S., when officers of 
this Church assume the vows of their 
office and considers them to be man- 
datory.” 


~—Reversed a favorable committee re- 
port and by voice vote declined to add 


certain special dates and seasons to 
the Church’s calendar, such as Ash 
Wednesday and Lent. 


—Declined to further amend the new- 
ly adopted Book of Church Order at 
several points as requested by various 
overtures, 


—Adopted a resolution of apprecia- 
tion for retiring Executive Secretary 
of World Missions, Dr. C. Darby Ful- 
ton, ordering the resolution inscribed 
and hung in the Nashville Board build- 
ing; and heard remarks by newly 
elected Secretary Dr. T. Watson 
Street, who declared: “The mission 
that lies ahead is not separable from 
the heritage that lies behind.” 


—Referred the problem of defining 
the function of the “Permanent Theo- 
logical Committee” created by the 
1960 Assembly to the Permanent Com- 
mittee on Assembly Operation which 
will decide what this committee shall 
be and shall do before the Nominating 
Committee recommends personnel to 
it. 

—Amended the manual of operation 
of Standing Committees of the As- 
sembly to provide that “each Standing 
Committee shall adopt its final report 
in executive session.” 





Too Many Holydays? 


The early Church did not bother 
itself with all sorts of dates, such 
as Advent, Lent and others. These 
would come later when the Church 
became not quite sure what time 
it was. For these early Christians 
there was but one time: the time 
just after Easter.—Sunday preacher 
Dr. J. C. McLelland. 











—Answered a resolution requesting 
the Presbyterian Church, to consider 
itself as “having a mission to the en- 
tire nation” by referring to the 1959 
Assembly’s action which stated: “No 
geographical boundaries for our 
Church have been set by the General 
Assembly. . . .The General Assembly 
urges Synods and Presbyteries to ex- 
tend their work to the limit of their 
ability wherever there are contiguous 
unchurched areas.” (See editorial, 
“Extending the Church,” p. 8.) 


—Answered an overture asking for 
clarification of Student Work, es- 
pecially on college campuses, by call- 
ing attention to certain statements of 
purpose recently prepared to sum- 
marize and define campus student min- 
istries. (See editorial, “Student 
Work,” p. 9.) 


—Deleted a recommendation urging 
that churches adopt the new Covenant 
Life Curriculum at this time, on the 
ground that it is unrealistic to urge 
the adoption of something before it 
has appeared and has been studied. 
Instead the Assembly resolved to urge 
the churches to study the new curricu- 
lum in preparation for its adoption 
when it appears. 


—Authorized the borrowing of $1, 
250,000 by the Board of Christian 
Education, against expected receipts 
from a Church-wide capital funds cam- 
paign in which all boards and agencies 
shall participate in 1968, to finance 
the new Covenant Life Curriculum. 


—Referred, after long debate, a sug- 
gestion by the Television, Radio and 
Audio Visuals committee that ways and 
means be found to raise $1,000,000 
to expand Presbyterian TV _ produc- 
tions, to the General Council, after 
amending the recommendation (324- 
95) to specify that anything done for 
TRAV in this connection shall not 
affect the budget appropriations of 
other Assembly agencies. 


—Adopted a resolution against ‘“im- 
moral and salacious” motion pictures 
and other such entertainment, after 
rejecting an overture which would have 
urged the churches to do everything 
within their power to “prevent” the 
showing of such pictures. 


—Declined to re-open the question of 
Marriage and Divorce as this is cov- 
ered by the recently amended Consti- 
tution of the Church. 


—Amended the proposed manual cov- 
ering the functions of the Stated Clerk 
of the Assembly so as to preserve his 
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Toddie Lee Wynne (at microphone) 
and host pastor William M. Elliott 
(at Wynne’s right) welcome commis- 
sioners to a barbecue at the Wynne 
ranch — one of the less-demanding 
meetings of the Texas Assembly. 
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office as secretary and clerk without 
adding to it the functions of an execu- 
tive officer. 


—Reaffirmed its obligation to co- 
operate with other Churches of evan- 
gelical persuasion, authorizing the 
Permanent Committee on Inter-Church 
Relations to be present whenever “ex- 
ploratory discussions” are held “in 
quest of Evangelical Union.” 


—“Urged” all ministers to participate 
in the Ministers’ Annuity Fund; “dis- 
couraged” the presbyteries from re- 
ceiving from other denominations min- 
isters who are “beyond the age when 
adequate retirement annuities could 
possibly be earned’ (defined as age 
50). 

—Declined to take direct action on 
Federal aid to private and parochial 
schools and such matters as the ob- 
servance of Christmas and Easter in 
the public schools, referring, rather, 
its concern to individual church mem- 
bers, urging them to contact their 
representatives and other public of- 
ficials. 


—Answered a resolution asking the 
Assembly to endorse the Boy Scout 
movement by referring to a Board of 
Education statement of 1957 which 
commended a church-sponsored Scout- 
ing program when it is integrated into 
the program of the church and brought 
under the direct supervision of the 
Session. 


—Adopted the largest number of reso- 
lutions in the history of any single 
Assembly, including, among others al- 
ready mentioned: 


A resolution by retiring moderator 
Marion A. Boggs, in effect telling 
those who have charges of any kind 
to make against ministers or churches 


to present concrete evidence instead 
of unsupported accusations; 


A resolution by former moderator 
Philip F. Howerton calling attention 
to the present grave world situation, 
and indicating to the President the 
Assembly’s concern and support; 


A similar resolution by Murray 
Smith, of Richmond, Ky., urging Chris- 
tians to join Americans everywhere 
in giving thanks to God for the gift 
of freedom. 


—Joined in a memorial service honor- 
ing 57 ministers who had died since 
the last Assembly. 


—Adjourned after hearing the chair- 
man of its Committee on Thanks, Dr. 
Wm. C. Robinson; and participating in 
a closing worship service; to meet 
again in the First Church, Winston- 
Salem, N. C., in 1962. 


United Church Vote 
Still Short of 2/3 


NEW YORK (RNS)—Congregations 
with more than half of the 1,419,171 
members of Congregational Christian 
Churches in this country have voted 
to join the United Church of Christ. 
Twelve of the 33 E&R synods have 
voted on the constitution, all favor- 
ably. The rest will vote in the next 
month. 


The United Church of Christ was 
formed in June, 1957, by a union of 
the Congregational Christian General 
Council with the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church. Individual Congrega- 
tional Christian churches and the 33 
regional Evangelical and Reformed 
synods have until June 1 to vote on 
a proposed constitution for the United 
Church. It will be declared in force 
if two-thirds of the churches voting 
and two-thirds of the synods approve. 
Local Congregational Christian 
churches may affiliate with the United 
Church by voting to approve the con- 
stitution; they also may vote to join 
after the constitution is approved. 








Ex-Missionary Cited 


DECATUR, Ga. — Long-time Ko- 
rean missionary Dr. R. M. Wilson has 
been selected “A Great American of 
1961” by the editors of Dixie Business. 
Dr. Wilson, now living in retirement 
in Richmond, Va., founded a leprosy 
colony near Soonchun in 1909. The 
institution, whose staff includes South- 
ern Presbyterian missionaries, was 
named in his honor in 1958. 


Atheist Suit Dropped 
By Judge in hinevlaa 


BALTIMORE, Md. — (RNS) — A 
Superior Court judge dismissed a suit 
filed by a professed atheist here 
against Bible reading in the Baltimore 
public schools after he delivered a 
scorching opinion of opponents of re- 
ligion. Judge J. Gilbert Prendergrast 
ruled that Bible reading and prayer 
requirements in opening school exer- 
cises were matters within the school 
board’s discretion. 


The suit against the 56-year-old 
school board rule was filed by Mrs. 
Madalyn E. Murray, who withdrew her 
15-year-old son, William, from a Bal- 
timore public school in protest over 
the daily religious practices in the 
schools. Her attorneys asserted that 
Mrs. Murray’s religious liberty was 
threatened and that the practices were 
sectarian and unconstitutional. 


“Just how the religious liberty of 
a person who has no religion can be 
endangered is by no means clear,” 
Judge Prendergast said. “If the Mur- 
rays had their way the beliefs of vir- 
tually all the people would be subordi- 
nated to those of Madalyn Murray 
and her son.” 


The judge asserted that the object 
of the petition asking for religious 
freedom was, in his opinion, the actual 
suppression of religion. “The two 
concepts are mutually opposed,” he 
added. “One cannot practice his re- 
ligion if he has no religion to prac- 
tice.” 


The jurist defended the practices 
themselves by stating “if religion, pure 
and undefiled in every form, were 
removed from the classrooms, there 
would remain only atheism.” He 
added: “Our government is founded 
on the proposition that people should 
respect the religious views of others, 
not destroy them.” 


The judge concluded with the opin- 
ion that if the plaintiff’s views were 
right, “it is even possible that U.S. 
currency would not be accepted in 
school cafeterias because every bill 
and coin bears the inscription ‘In God 
We Trust’.” 





Pedestrians crossing the street 
didn’t make it on more than 170,000 
occasions during 1960. Dead after 
being struck down by a car were more 
than 5,000 persons while more than 
165,000 were injured. 
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Continuing the report on the 101st General Assembly 


of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.— 


THE ASSEMBLY IN DETAIL 


MONDAY MORNING— 


Business Monday began with the 
introduction of a resolution by Jesse 
W. Cook, of Norfolk, Va., who de- 
sired the Assembly to declare that 
henceforth it will not change the doc- 
trines of the Church without following 
constitutional procedure. The refer- 
ence was evidently to Saturday’s action 
in which the Assembly had declared 
that the doctrine of Reprobation, as 
formulated in the Confession of Faith, 
“is not an adequate statement of the 
Christian faith,’ and “not necessary 
to the Reformed faith.” Mr. Cook’s 
resolution failed, as did another which 
he sought to introduce later in Tues- 
day’s session. 


Dr. Albert J. Kissling brought the 
ad-interim report on non-denomina- 
tional youth organizations. Before a 
motion for adoption could be placed 
on the floor, a motion to “receive as 
information” was offered and passed, 
256-207. (To “adopt” is to make the 
report the official action—and mind— 
of the Assembly. To “receive as in- 
formation” is to hear and place in the 
minutes only.) 


Standing Committees next began 
their reports with that on the General 
Council in the lead, G. R. Pirrung, 
Chm. On motion by Ben L. Rose, the 
report was changed so as to answer 
an overture asking for the addition 
of special dates to the Church’s Calen- 
dar in the negative. Dr. Rose’s point, 
which carried overwhelmingly: ‘We 
are not yet ready to make Lent an 
official season on our Calendar!” A 
further effort to amend the report 
was made by Thomas G. Kay, who 
wanted to strike out a recommenda- 
tion to make the General Council an 
agency of “long-range planning” on 
behalf of the Church. The motion 
failed. (The recommendation will pre- 
pare the council to take part in the 


NCC’s program of “long-range plan- 
ning” if the 1962 Assembly approves. ) 
Following the report, the Assembly 
heard Tully G. Blair, Chairman of the 
General Council, who called attention 
to the major campaign for capital 
funds benefiting all Assembly agencies, 
to be held in 1963. 


In adopting the report of the Gen- 
eral Council, the Assembly voted to 
put the Church on a program year of 
October 1-September 30, beginning in 
1964. 


The Committee on Assembly Opera- 
tion reported through its chairman, 
Carl R. Pritchett. An overture asking 
the Assembly to “live within its in- 
come” was answered by the statement 
that the records of the Assembly in- 
dicate it is doing so. Evidently, Ever- 
glades Presbytery, which sent up the 
overture, is concerned about rising 
costs and rising assessments to meet 
them. A meeting of the Assembly in 
a center such as Dallas costs approxi- 
mately $30,000 more than average 
recent Assembly meetings. 


The Committee on Judicial Business 
reported through its chairman, James 
H. Pilkington. All requests for 
changes in the Book of Church Order 
and in the proposed Directory of Wor- 
ship were answered in the negative. 
It was pointed out that by the time 
the Directory of Worship 
most of the requested 
have been included. 


appears, 
changes will 


R. David Thomas brought the report 
on Church Extension. The report com- 
mended the Division of Evangelism for 
the program, “Presbyterian Mission to 
the Nation,” called attention to “shock- 
ing” statistics in the annual report of 
gains (lowest in number of professions 
of faith, or additions to the Church, in 
5 years) and urged that special atten- 
tion be given to the rapidly expanding 
urban centers of the nation. An 


THE EDITOR 
amendment offered by David L. 
Zacharias added a special word of 


concern for the problems of the “inner 
city” churches. At the conclusion of 
the report, the Assembly heard briefly 
from Dr. P. D. Miller, Executive Secre- 
tary of Church Extension. 


Frederick Olert brought the report 
on Christian Education. In addition 
to other actions already noted (see 
main story), the Assembly told the 
Presbytery of Suwannee that the 
Presbyterian School of Christian Edu- 
cation is aware of the problems asso- 
ciated with the placement of its gradu- 
ates and is seeking to adjust them. 
The Assembly also encouraged the 
Board of Directors of Montreat and 
promised to continue supplying finan- 
cial assistance for the Montreat pro- 
gram. All four seminaries (Columbia, 
Austin, Union and Louisville) reported 
progress but concern over a prospec- 
tive decline in enrollment. 

MONDAY AFTERNOON— 


The report on Christian Education 
was completed, with authorization 
voted the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion to borrow $1,250,000 against ex- 
pected receipts during the 1963 capital 
funds campaign, to finance the new 
Covenant Life Curriculum. In closing 
remarks, Dr. Charles E. S. Kraemer, 
director of the new curriculum, ex- 
plained its purpose and scope. 


Business was interrupted for a ma- 
jor address by Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry, President of the United Lutheran 
Church, who urged upon Presbyterians 
a greater ecumenical concern: “The 
more loyal you are to your Confession, 
the more ecumenical you necessarily 
become . . . unfortunately, we have 
underlined the things in which we 
disagree with a blacker pen than those 
things about which we agree.” 

John W. Caffey brought the report 


on the Presbyterian Survey, which 
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noted a phenomenal growth in circu- 
lation and which set October 7-14 as 
Presbyterian Survey Week. 


James Cogswell brought the report 
on Television, Radio and Audio Vis- 
uals. A warm debate ensued over a 
recommendation that ways and means 
be sought to finance a $1 million 
expansion in television equipment. 
John H. McKinnon wanted to be sure 
that the recommendation to the Gen- 
eral Council was for study only and 
not for actually providing $1 million 
out of present income. Nat K. Reiney 
supported Dr. McKinnon’s view that 
the reference to the General Council 
should be for study only and not for 
action. A motion by Ben L. Rose 
that in any case the present budget 
apportionments of other Assembly 
agencies should not be reduced on this 
account carried 324-95. 


Edward Brasington brought the re- 
port on Women’s Work. The organi- 
zation of the Board of Women’s Work 
includes three new departments: Per- 
sonal Faith and Family Life, Ecumen- 
ical Relations and Mission, and Chris- 
tian Community Action. 


The Committee on Christianity and 
Health, through its chairman, William 
B. Oglesby, Jr., urged the Church to 
continue its concern in the area of 
Christianity and healing. 


Col. Francis Pickens Miller brought 
the report of the Committee on Bills 
and Overtures. The only part of the 
report which was not adopted in rou- 
tine fashion was that which had to do 
with morally corrupting motion pic- 
tures. The committee had recom- 
mended that an overture from the 
Presbytery of the Southwest be 
answered in the negative, because 
the overture had suggested that 
theatres should be “prevented” from 
showing such pictures. Carl W. 
McMurray suggested that the overture 
could be answered in the affirmative 
if the word “prevent”? were changed 
to “discourage.”” H. W. McMillan felt 
that the recommendation of the com- 
mittee should be upheld. A motion 
finally prevailed to refer the matter 
to the Permanent Committee on Chris- 
tian Relations. Following this action, 
the Assembly adopted a_ resolution 
commending motion picture producers 
for the good films that have appeared 
and expressing its concern over im- 
moral and salacious films. 


During the course of the debate, 
James Cogswell spoke against any 
resolution, arguing that immoral films 
are but a symptom in our society, the 





‘The Only Unity 


Unity on Theological terms and 
under the constraints of theological 
conviction is the only unity which 
the Church can expect or to which 
in reliance upon the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance, it should address itself.— 
Report of Inter-Church Relations 
Committee. 











disease being a deeper thing: sin. 
David W. Currie also opposed the reso- 
lution, declaring that he didn’t know 
what the word “salacious” meant. 
Speaking for the resolution were 
Frank Alexander, Oliver Hamby, Carl 
W. McMurray and Norman O. Prots- 
man, who added the amendment which 
praised the producers for the good 
films that appear. 


Following the adoption of the report 
on Bills and Overtures, the Assembly 
stood to convey its official appreci- 
ation to Mr. and Mrs. Toddie Lee 
Wynne for the barbecue of Saturday. 


Monday’s evening program was in 
the interest of World Missions. It 
included several resolutions of appreci- 
ation of Dr. C. Darby Fulton, who 
retires after 36 years of service with 
the Board of World Missions and its 
predecessor, the Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions. 


TUESDAY MORNING— 


Dr. James A. Jones brought the 
report on MInter-Church Relations. 
Most of its far-reaching recommenda- 
tions were adopted without debate. 
An effort to delete a recommendation 
that the U.S. Church have observers 
present whenever conferences are 
held in the interest of “Evangelical 
unity” failed. The Assembly then 
added Miss Evelyn Green, Executive 
Secretary of Women’s Work, to the 
list of alternates to the World Coun- 
cil of Churches’ meeting in India later 
this year, so as to be represented by 
at least one woman. 


At this point the Assembly sus- 
pended the rules in order to hear and 
admit to record a word of appreciation 
for the Rev. I. Stuart McElroy, on 
the occasion of his retirement after 
25 years of service with the American 
Bible Society. 


The report on World Missions was 
brought by Walker B. Healy (see main 
story). Dr. William M. Elliott, Chair- 
man of the Board, spoke a word of 


explanation for the action taken on 
the “Plan of Cooperation” submitted 
to the Assembly to govern the mis- 
sions work in Mexico. Dr. Elliott 
expressed appreciation for the prin- 
ciples contained in the plan, indicating 
a positive attitude towards the gen- 
eral direction taken by the plan. He 
also affirmed the necessity for certain 
modifications and changes in the plan, 
indicating that the Board of World 
Missions would take prompt action at 
its next meeting. 


Annuities and Relief reported 
through its chairman, J. Frank Alex- 
ander. The Blue Book recommenda- 
tion that presbyteries be urged to de- 
cline placing a call in the hands of 
ministers who do not belong to the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund was modified 
to say that all ministers are urged to 
join. However, the recommendation 
urging presbyteries not to receive 
ministers from other denominations 
who are beyond the age when they can 
accumulate “adequate” retirement 
benefits from the Fund, was adopted. 
The age beyond which it was deemed 
unwise to receive ministers from other 
denominations who do not come with 
“adequate” retirement benefits was 
defined as age 50. W. M. Richardson, 
retiring Chairman of the Board, spoke 
to the Assembly briefly in connection 
with the report. 


Christian Relations reported through 
its chairman, W. J. Millard. This re- 
port usually stimulates debate and 
this year was no exception. However, 
in a surprise move, the Moderator 
ruled, at the behest of William C. 
Robinson, that the recommendation 
against capital punishment was 
out of order, as the Constitution of 
the Church supports capital punish- 
ment. The Moderator was sustained 
by a vote of 322-47. A minority 
report was on the floor at the time, 
brought by Robert S. Newton and five 
other members of the committee, ask- 
ing that the minority report in the 
Blue Book, by Leon Hendricks, be 
adopted by the Assembly. After the 
Moderator’s ruling a motion to table 
the whole matter prevailed, almost 
unanimously. 


In connection with the report on 
Christian Relations, Francis P. Miller 
moved that the overtures on relations 
between Church and State (two reso- 
lutions pertaining to federal funds for 
private and parochial schools and one 
resolution asking for support of Christ- 
mas and Easter celebrations in the 


(Cont. on p. 16, col. 1) 
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EDITORIALS 


The 101st Assembly - An Evaluation 


The 101st General Assembly was 
notable in several respects: 


—Probably more resolutions were in- 
troduced than in any other—some two 
dozen. 


—There was probably more debate 
over lesser things and less debate over 
larger things than in any other: far- 
reaching decisions affecting ecumeni- 
cal relations and proposals for Church 
union and Missions policy were made 
with virtually no debate; while reso- 
lutions pertaining to bad motion pic- 
tures and to the addition of a lady’s 
name to the list of WCC representa- 
tives took up hours. 


—The commissioners seemed better 
informed than in many previous As- 
semblies. We did not hear the plaint 
so common in other years: “I did not 
know what that was all about.” For 
one thing, it was a historic gathering 
and everyone seemed anxious to weigh 
every move carefully. For another 
thing the Journal pre-Assembly cover- 
age of important matters was reported 
to have been a help by numerous 
commissioners. 


—tThere was a notable good spirit in 
the Assembly. Everyone seemed to 
want to go the second mile in doing 
things decently and in order. The 
Moderator imparted a dignity and a 
fairness, not only to his office but 
to the entire proceedings. There was 
a notable dearth of parliamentary 
shenanigans. Only once do we recall 
someone beating a motion to adopt 
with a substitute before the chairman 
of the committee had a chance to get 
his report officially before the body. 
And only once did a motion to table 
prevail before anyone had a chance 
to say anything. The “young turks” 
were few (or better behaved) at this 
Assembly. 


—It was strongly evident that the 
reputation of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. respecting its fidelity to the Re- 
formed faith of the Gospel continues 
to be well deserved. Detractors there 
were. But they didn’t do much de- 
tracting. There were some who ex- 


pressed themselves in committee and 
privately to the effect that “the Pres- 
byterian Church must die if the 
Ecumenical Church is to live.” But 
they didn’t say it on the floor and 
they didn’t get very far in the com- 
mittee meetings. 


—The Assembly clearly condemned its 
own doctrine by declaring (309-120) 
that an article of faith it recognized 
as essential to the present structure 
and unity of the Confession (Repro- 
bation) was nevertheless “not an ade- 
quate expression of the Christian 
faith,” and “‘not essential to Reformed 
theology.”’ But the Assembly smarted 
under a formal protest (and two ad- 
ditional dissents) signed by a large 





number of commissioners which chided 
it for “denouncing” its own creed (the 
word later was changed, by common 
consent, to “speaking against”). One 
sensed that the vote on _ Reproba- 
tion might have been different, had 
it come Tuesday, after everything had 
been said that was said, instead of 
Saturday. In any case, almost all com- 
missioners were impressed with the 
remarks of Dr. Ben L. Rose who 
pointed out that in lifting one doctrine 
from the Confession and declaring it 
non-essential, the Assembly had done 
precisely what the (then) U.S.A. As- 
sembly did when it lifted five doctrines 
from the Confession and declared 
them essential. That action led to the 
Auburn Affirmation. This one prob- 
ably will lead to overtures to the next 
Assembly. 





Extending the Church 

At the present time communications 
are being received in this office from 
congregations and even presbyteries, 
outside the South, asking what steps 
should be taken by churches and 


presbyteries wishing to unite with the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


At least one such communication 
has been referred to the Board of 
Church Extension for reply. Quite 
possibly all such requests should go 
to that office in the interest of a 
constructive coordination: 341-B Ponce 
de Leon Ave., NE, Atlanta 8, Ga. 


As we have repeatedly stated, the 
counter-proposal offered by the Jour- 
nal on the subject of Church union, 
was offered not to divide or abandon 





The evangelistic report for 1960 
is shocking—the lowest number of 
additions on profession of faith in 
5 years, the greatest number of 
losses, the smallest net gain. These 
facts should send us to our knees 
in heart-searching and prayer that 
God will show us wherein we have 
been lacking. (During the past 20 
years the number of Presbyterians 
in Dallas has doubled, while the 
population of Dallas has more than 
tripled)—-Report of Standing Com- 
mittee on Church Extension. 











existing Presbyterianism in America, 
but to recover and consolidate existing 
Presbyterianism in America. It is not 
contemplated that our desire to see 
Presbyterians of truly Reformed per- 
suasion unite will have any effect upon 
the firm intention of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., to avoid entangling alli- 
ances with Church bodies other than 
Reformed. 


It is contemplated, however, that 
ministers, congregations and _ even 
presbyteries faced with the sobering 
spectacle of a deliberate abandonment 
of the Reformed faith by their de- 
nominations will be encouraged to 
believe that at least one major mem- 
ber of the Reformed family intends 
to move positively forward and not 
off to one side—or out into left 
field—or up a blind alley; and that 
if they want to come along they are 
most welcome. 


At the same time we believe it emi- 
nently fair to suggest that those among 
us who believe the word “Reformed” 
stands for something ugly and less 
than “Christian”—and there are such 
in our midst—should gracefully be 
permitted to take their departure into 
more “Christian” environments as they 
understand these. We certainly don’t 
want them to feel cramped on account 
of their present affiliation. 


Meanwhile we hope the requests for 


information will continue to come in. 
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Student Work 


The overture from Asheville Pres- 
pytery asking for a definition and 
clarification by the Assembly of the 
Church’s philosophy of student work 
was promoted, in the first instance, by 
the fact that student work at the col- 
lege level (generally speaking and 
without intentional reference to Pres- 
byterian, U.S., work) is sick unto 
death. ; 


Religion on the campus is sophisti- 
cated, existential, idealistic, all-inclu- 
sive and (generally) only remotely re- 
lated to any recognizable form of 
Christianity. 


Most major denominations (the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., excepted) 
are now officially committed to a total 
amalgamation of denominational in- 
terests into a single religious “‘com- 
munity”: some form of campus “stu- 
dent Christian federation.” (Presby- 
terian, U.S., work is still mostly 
committed to Westminster Fellowship 
programs, or to cooperation without 
compromise. The exact nature of the 
work varies from synod to synod, with 
the Richmond office having little di- 
rect control over the precise program 
within any synod. Thus the consoli- 
dation of Presbyterians, Methodists 
and Episcopalians on the campus of 
Arkansas College was the work of the 
Campus Christian Life Committee of 
the Synod of Arkansas, and not the 
CCL office in Richmond.) 


For some of the denominations, at 
the student level the denomination 
has already ceased to exist. This is 
true of the U.P.U.S.A. (Northern Pres- 
byterian) Church. By official action 
and the adoption of a uniting consti- 
tution, U.P.U.S.A. student work has 
been merged with that of the Disciples 
of Christ, the Evangelical United 
Brethren, and the United Church of 
Christ (Congregational and Evan- 
gelical and Reformed). 


Because of the above merger, any 
union between Presbyterian, U.S. work 
and U.P.U.S.A. work on a college 
campus automatically includes at least 
3 other denominations with the “Pres- 
byterian” element in the constitutional 
minority. 

(Cont. on p. 16, col. 1) 





A Layman And His Church 





Dr. L. Nelson Bell 4 


THE GOSPEL—RELEVANT TO WHAT? 


No thinking person can be unaware 
of the chaotic world in which we live. 
Whether we think of international un- 
rest, the ferment of new nations 
emerging, or of disintegrating moral 
and spiritual standards in our own 
land, we all agree that there is some- 
thing desperately wrong. 


This awareness carries with it, for 
the Christian, an urge to do something 
to help the situation. The comforting 
thought is that there is no situation 
beyond God’s help — provided help 
is sought on God’s terms. 


A good deal is said about the rel- 
evance of the Gospel for a changing 
world but there is considerable con- 
fusion as to what that means. 


For instance, there is a vast dif- 
ference between trying to adapt Christ 
to the needs of self, of the Church, 
and of the world, and bringing all 
things under His control. 


In other words, the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is relevant to the needs of the 
individual and of society and not to 
the wants of men. It is one thing to 
try to use God and an entirely dif- 
ferent thing to submit to His will. 


There is a tendency in some areas to 
attempt to compromise Christ for the 
sake of worldly acceptance. But Christ 
does not submit to such a proposition. 
He is Lord and Saviour and it is man 


who bows the knee to Him, not the 
reverse. 


Two young ministers were recently 
talking about their own compromise 
with certain habits “in order that they 
might make themselves acceptable to 
the rock-and-roll set.” That the com- 
promise had utterly failed in its al- 
leged objective never entered their 
minds but a young soldier who heard 
the remark and saw the compromise 
turned away from that particular 
church and sought Christian compan- 
ionship and spiritual food at a place 
where it was available. 


Yes, the Gospel is relevant to every 
need of mankind, but on the terms of 
the One who tells His disciples to for- 
sake all and follow Him. It is relevant 
to those who will say “no” to self and 
“yes” to Christ. It is relevant to the 
moral and spiritual needs of our day 
when those needs are placed on His 
altar and His solution accepted. It is 
relevant to the social problems which 
surround us when Christ and His glory 
are the goal, and not selfish interests. 


It is more than important — it is 
imperative that the will of men be 
submitted to God through the medi- 
ation of His Son. To try to adapt 
or make the Gospel relevant to a sin- 
ning world admits no other course 
than to accept the Christ of the Gos- 
pel as man’s atonement for sin. Then 
and then only is it “relevant.” 





A Concrete Example 


We have a concrete example before 
us, of the way student work can be 
non-perceptive and irresponsible. 


To cite this example it will be neces- 
sary to mention a name. Heretofore 
we have consistently preoccupied our- 
selves with principles instead of per- 
sonalities. This is an exception. 


The Westminster Fellowship of the 
Synod of North Carolina recently held 
a conference, March 24-26. Featured 
speaker of the conference was one 
Charles M. Jones of Chapel Hill. 


Some of us remember the days when 
men literally suffered almost unto 
death in the case of the Presbytery 
of Orange versus Charles M. Jones 
of Chapel Hill. That he should now 
have been invited to lead young people 
of the Presbyterian Westminster Fel- 
lowship constitutes a presumption of 
the first magnitude. 


The Synod of North Carolina might 
well consider it an affair of honor to 
find out where the invitation came 
from and why. 
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the SPIRIT 
of a 
STORE ... 


The quotation “‘no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 
a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 
Belk’s bright’and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, Cc. 

A. M. Smith, Megr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. 

B. L. Plyler, Megr-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, Cc. 

J. A. Hagins, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Liyes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s ~/. + Store 
Laurens, S. 

a TF Holmes, “Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 

Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Megr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mer. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson ar 

Honea Path, C. 

~~ = Martine “Mer. -Prop. 
tee mage Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Megr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 

J. E. Smith, Megr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Harlan, Ky. 

Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckman, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 

E. C. Huggins, Mer.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
ge ag oe Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Megr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mer.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelley, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
a Mo. 
J. . McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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By THE REV. WICK BROOMALL. TH.M. 


1. LESSON INTRODUCTION: 


Today's lesson is made up of two main divisions: 


dained by God on Mount Sinai; 
omon’s Ecclesiastes 
human existence. Chronologically, 
omon. However, 
section first; then 


meaning of things. 
selection 


way in this present evil age (Gal. 1:4). 


Il. A SEARCH FOR LIFE’S MEANING ILLUS- 
TRATED — (Nehemiah 8—10). 


These are wonderful chapters. They describe a mo- 
mentous revival of the true religion at the time when 
remnants of the twelve tribes had returned from 
sabylon to Palestine under Ezra and Nehemiah. Per- 
haps, under God’s blessing, a similar revival may take 
place in this present centennial year of the Presbyter- 
ian Church, U. S. The steps leading to such a re- 
vival will be noted in the headings that follow. 


1. Recognition of God’s Word (8:1). The people 
instinctively acknowledged the authority of God’s 
Word and requested Ezra to read it. No meaning to 
life’s existence can be found unless first of all we turn 
to God’s infallible Word. 


2. Reading of God’s Word (8:2-4). The people 
listened attentively as God’s Word was read to them. 
If we are to understand life’s meaning, and be brought 
into fellowship with Christ, we must read and study 
God’s Word. The TV and modern novels are no 
substitutes for long hours spent in God’s Word. 


3. Reverence for God’s Word (8:5f). The people 
stood up when Ezra opened the Book of the Law 
(the Pentateuch). They bowed their heads and wor- 
shipped the Lord. We are not Bibliolatrists (as mod- 
ern liberals say we are); for we do not worship the 
Bible. However, we, like the people in Ezra’s time, 
pay proper respect to the Bible because it is God’s 
holy and inspired revelation. 


4. Understanding God’s Word (8:7f). It appears 
that some of the people, because of their long residence 
in Babylon (70 years), knew the Aramaic language 
better than they knew their own Hebrew (the lan- 
guage of the, Pentateuch). Therefore, it was necessary 
for the Levites, who were versed in the Hebrew, to 
give the people the proper meaning. If people today 
are to know life’s meaning they must have ministers 


(1) an account 
of a section of Israel’s life in the period after the captivity when 
the people were seeking to reestablish the worship of God as or- 
(2) several selections from Sol- 
which attempt to fathom the meaning of 
the section from Nehemiah 
deals with a time about five or six centuries after the time of Sol- 
it will be well for us to consider the historical 

with that history as a background, we shall 
attempt to fathom the meaning of Solomon’s research into the 
From the Christian viewpoint, the memory 
(John 16:33) will give new light on life’s meaning in 
our pilgrimage through the trials and tribulations that come our 


Lesson for June 4, 1961 


A SEARCH FOR LIFE’S MEANING 


Bible Material: Nehemiah 8 - 10; Ec- 
clesiastes 1:12-18; 3:1-14; 5 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 42:1-5 


John 16:33 


Memory Selection: 





who know the Word of God (even in the original 
languages) and are able to tell the people the proper 
meaning. 


5. Rejoicing according to God’s Word (8:9-12). 
God’s Word, when understood by the Holy Spirit, 
brings joy to the obedient heart. What a rejoicing 
would take place in our day if the Church really re- 
turned to the Word of God! 


6. Reorganization according to God’s Word (8:13- 
18). When the Law was read the people found that 
the Feast of Tabernacles (see Lev. 23:33-43) had been 
commanded by God; but this ordinance had been 
neglected for a long time. The people responded 
with alacrity and observed again this God-ordained 
feast. Obedience must follow our understanding of 
God’s Word. 


7. Repentance according to God’s Word (9:1).— 
10:27). This lengthy section may be divided thus: 


a. Separation and purification (9:1-4). The people 
now recognize, by the reading of God’s Word, that 
they must be a separated people they must not 
intermarry with non-Israelites (see 10:28-30). God 
had called Israel to be a separated and holy people 
(see Deut. 7:6f). Christians are likewise called 
(Rom. 12:f). 





b. Supplication and prayer (9:5-38). This is one of 
the longest and most wonderful prayers recorded in 
the Bible. If space permitted, an outline follow- 
ing the order of the Lord’s Prayer could be given. 
Following are the main features of this prayer: 
(1) It included everybody — all the people (lead- 
ers and laymen) joined in the prayer; (2) It re- 
membered the past — including a survey of their 
history from Abraham’s time to their time; (3) It 
dealt specifically with definite cases of sin in their 
national history; (4) It adhered without the slight- 
est deviation to Israel’s basic faith; and (5) It was 
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an expression of contrition and confession — a 
spirit of true repentance pervades the entire prayer. 


Such a prayer could well become a model for the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., to follow in its centen- 
nial year! 


c. Sealing and promise (10:1-27). The ratification of 
the renewed covenant (compare the similar event 
on Mount Sinai; Ex. 19, 20 and 24) follows the 
prayer; the leaders seal the covenant with their 
signature. A similar ratification of our doctrinal 
standards and beliefs should take place in our cen- 
tennial year. 


8. Reformation according to God’s Word (10:28- 
39). This reformation, based upon God’s law as read 
to them, consisted of the following features: 


a. A proclamation and profession of God’s Word (10: 
28f). All the people united in acknowledging the 
authority of God’s Word over their lives. 


b. A purification conformable to God’s Word (10:30). 
Israel must be a holy and separated people; their 
blood must not be contaminated with non-Israelite 
blood. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
possession, our youth. 
Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 

Move to new campus in September, 1961 
Maxton North Carolina 








SAFE... 
GENEROUS... 
ASSURED ... 


Income for you— 
Outgo for Christianity 


This folder on Church Extension Annuities tells how 
your gift to the Board purchases a regular annuity 
which pays you an income for life and later serves 
the Church. As pro- 
tection for you, the 
full amount is held 
by the Board through 
your lifetime. And, 
depending on your 
age, you can receive 
up to 7.4% per year 
—regardless of pre- 
vailing business con- 
ditions. Payments to 
you are made semi- 
annually ... an in- 
come for you, now, 
an outgo for Chris- 
tianity later. A gift 
of this nature will be 
a source of real satis- 
faction to you. 





Ask for 
FREE FOLDER 


Write to 
G. B. STRICKLER, Treasurer 


BoarD oF CHURCH EXTENSION 
341-B Ponce deLeon Ave. N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 











c. A preservation of the Sabbath and the Sabbatical 
Year (10:31). Their failure to observe this law 
had been a very important cause of their captivity 
in Babylon (see II Chron. 36:21). 


d. A provision for the Temple and its services (10:32- 
39). A truly revived people will take care of all 
the outward ordinances of God’s worship and will 
do so in the right spirit. 


II. A SEARCH FOR LIFE’S MEANING INVEST]. 
GATED. 


Several passages from Solomon’s Ecclesiastes will now 
come before us for investigation: 


1. The limitations of man’s wisdom (Eccl. 1:12- 
18). This section may be outlined thus: 


a. The author’s position (1:12). The man now 
speaking to us is none other than Solomon, king over 
Jerusalem (see I Kings 4:1,21-25). His prestige 
was unexcelled. 


b. His pursuit (1:13). He applied himself assiduously 
to the pursuit of knowledge (see I Kings 3:9,12; 4: 
29-31; 5:12). There was no man his equal in schol- 
arship. 


c. His perplexity (1:13). His pursuit had led him 
to the conclusion that “sore travail’’ was God’s por- 
tion to anyone who would engage in this business. 


d. His discouragement (1:14). Right here it will 
serve our purpose to note four characteristic expres- 
sions of this book: (1) the exclusive use of “God” 
(Elohim) rather than “LORD” (Jehovah) — thus 
showing that we are listening to a man speaking 
under the light of natural revelation; (2) the re- 


peated use of “under the sun” — giving further 
proof to the statement just made; (3) the frequent 
use of “vanity” — showing the end of man’s natural 


pursuits; (4) the often used “vexation of spirit”— 
illustrating the frustration of man “under the sun.” 


e. His philosophy (1:15). It seems to be a stiff-as-iron 
fatalism. Man cannot change things in and by 
himself. (But God’s Spirit can change our human 
nature!) 


f. The limitations of his wisdom (1:16f). Solomon 
became the wisest man of ancient times (cf. I Kings 
4:30-34). But all his wisdom and knowledge left 
an empty void that could not be filled with such 
things. 


g. His prescription (1:18). If you want to avoid grief 
and sorrow, then do not increase in wisdom or 
knowledge — so Solomon says. 


2. God’s predestination and man’s free agency 
(Eccl. 3:1-14). This section may become clearer un- 
der the following outline: 


a. God’s predestination (3:1-8). “To every thing 
there is a season.” The Septuagint (Greek transla- 
tion of.the Old Testament) translates the first verse 
thus: “To all things there is a time (chronos) , and 
a season (kairos) for every matter under heaven”— 
and then kairos is repeated in the following verses. 
Chronos differs from kairos in the sense that time 


(Cont. on p. 14, col. 1) 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR JUNE 4, 1961 








It's My Job Too 


Scripture—Judges 6:11-16 

Suggested Hymns— 
“Be Thou My Vision” 
“Just as I Am, Thine Own to Be” 
“Lead on, O King Eternal” 


(Instead of using the material offered below you 
may want to invite some public official to speak to 
your group on the subject, “The Christian in Public 
Office.” If you do this, ask him to tell of: general 
qualifications for holding public office; some of the 
discouragements of office holding; and the opportun- 
ities for Christian witness in public life.) 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Have 
you ever heard anyone say, “All politicians are crook- 
ed”? The idea seems to be popular in some quarters 
that there is something cheap and dishonorable about 
public service. This is a very unfortunate idea. It 
frightens some very able young people away from any 
serious consideration of entering public service them- 
selves. It is true that some corruption in government 
has been discovered (and it is inexcusable), but this 
does not mean that all public officials are corrupt. 
There are many, many dedicated, conscientious people 
serving our nation in public office, and we do them 
a great injustice to say they are all cheap and dishonest 
simply because a few evil individuals have been dis- 
covered in their ranks. It is just as unfair to say 
that all modern young people are criminally inclined 
because a few have become juvenile delinquents. 


There is a great need for dedicated Christians in 
government service. It is a present need and one that 
is apt to continue for years to come. Entering public 
service is one important way for Christians to express 
their faith and use their influence for the glory of 
God. In a very practical sense the hope of the nation 
lies in the quality of its present and future leaders. 
Have we considered that we may help to provide this 
special leadership? 


_ FIRST SPEAKER: When we think of public serv- 
ice, we may be thinking only of politicians with their 
colorful campaigns seeking office. In addition to 
these, however, there are many other jobs in national 
and local government service. There are elective jobs 
and there are appointive jobs. There are legislative, 
administrative, judicial and supervisory jobs. For those 
who like to work inside, there are many opportunities. 
There are also jobs for those who prefer to live and 
work out of doors. There are many phases of govern- 
ment work which call for working closely with other 


people, and there are operations which allow a person 
to work by himself, such as research projects. In 
short, within the government working force there are 
many opportunities. 


For those who serve the government in these widely 
varied ways there are countless opportunities for bring- 
ing the values of Christianity to bear on the life of the 
nation. A Christian in government service can bear 
witness to his faith by the conscientious way he does 
his job. Love, honesty, justice, kindness, thrift, and 
courage can all find ways of expression in the work 
he does. Our nation will become truly Christian not 
by declaring it to be so in a high sounding pronounce- 
ment, but it will become Christian through a truly 
Christian citizenry. It is especially important that the 
government office holders express their Christian faith 
and convictions in the laws they make and enforce. 


SECOND SPEAKER: What are the basic qualifica- 
tions for public servants? First of all, they need strong 
moral convictions growing out of genuine Christian 
character. The only way a person can have Christian 
character is through spiritual new birth. The only 
way to be born again is to accept Jesus Christ by faith 
as Lord and Saviour. <A public office holder needs 
real wisdom. He must know the difference between 
right and wrong even when other people try to cloud 
the issues. He must have the courage to do what he 
believes to be right even when it is unpopular to do so. 
Experienced public servants tell us that no matter 
what they do it will always be unpopular with some- 
one. An office holder needs to know his job thorough- 
ly. It is not enough to be popular with the right peo- 
ple — he must be fully qualified professionally. Often 
this calls for long and expensive education and then 
for continued study. A public servant must be con- 
scientious in the way he does his work — unwilling 
to settle for second rate results merely because he thinks 
he can get by with it. A government servant must be 
completely honest, being careful to avoid even the ap- 
pearance of anything questionable. You will recognize 
that these are character qualities any Christian should 
be expected to show, but they are especially important 
for those who serve as officials in any branch of the 
government. 


THIRD SPEAKER: If we suspect that holding 
public office is not all ‘a bed of roses,” we are right. 
There are special trials and discouragements that every 
person should know about. If we are aware of the 
burdens of governmental work, we shall have greater 
appreciation for the people who do the work, and we 
shall be better prepared should we decide to enter 
government service ourselves. 
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It has already been suggested that someone is always 
unhappy no matter how the government does things. 
A public servant therefore must be prepared for un- 
ending and often unreasonable criticism. He must be 
prepared to withstand the constant pressures of those 
who seek to bend his will to their own selfish purposes 
without regard to right and wrong. He must face the 
fact that he holds his job by the will of many people, 
and that human favor is a fickle thing. This means 
that his job is likely to be insecure. Finally, many 
government jobs pay wages and salaries far smaller 
than employment involving similar responsibility in 
private business. In other words, government service 
is not the best way to become rich. These are some 
of the sacrifices a public servant must be prepared to 
make. We can be humbly thankful that there are 
many splendid Christians who have made them. 


PROGRAM LEADER: Are we really aware that 
government service is a divine calling? We should 
be. We should be profoundly grateful that in former 
years God has called many dedicated Christians to the 
service of our country. Many have answered the call 
with the result that our nation has had some wonder- 
ful Christian leaders and officials. Can we see the 
vision of useful service that some of them saw? Can 
we lay down our prejudices and make some of the 
necessary sacrifices? Are we ready to bend our ears 
to see if God is calling some of us into government 
service? 


Closing Prayer. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL—from p. 16 


as an extended period differs from time as a special 
or critical period. Thus, according to God’s plan, 
there is a fit season for all the affairs and circum- 
stances of life. 


b. Man’s problem (3:9f). Is there any real profit to 
the man who labors in his work? What’s the use 
of toil? Does anything that we do have a real pur- 
pose back of it? These are questions which perplex 
any man of the world — if he gives himself time to 
think about life’s meaning. 





c. Illuminating propositions (3:11). This verse should 
be read in the American Standard Version, if pos- 
sible. Note three propositions: (1) the beauty and 
symmetry of all that God does; (2) the element of 
eternity that is set inexorably in man’s heart; (3) 
the inability of finite man to fathom the depths of 
God’s work. 


d. Satisfying prescriptions (3:12f). These are the 
words of true philosophy: Man should rejoice and 
do good as long as he lives. He should provide for 
his physical necessities (food, etc.); for all this is 
God’s gift to the human race. 


e. The perfection of God (3:14). God’s works are 
eternal, not temporal. God’s works are perfect, 
and need no addition or subtraction. God’s works 
are purposive: that man should recognize God’s 
plan and thereby “fear” (that is, trust) God. 


3. Prohibitions to encourage true piety (Eccl. 5:1- 
20). This chapter gives the following prohibitions 


that man should observe if he desires to live peacefully 
and productively in this present world: 


a. Avoid carelessness in approaching God’s house and 
altar (5:1). Measure your steps and your intents 
wisely, or else you will “give the sacrifice of fools.” 


b. Avoid carelessness in speaking to God (5:2-3), 
Measure your words wisely, for your dream might 
be “a fool’s voice.” 


c. Avoid rashness in making a vow (5:4-7). But if 
you do make a vow to God, see that you perform it. 


—— 


d. Avoid rashness in judging God’s providence (5:8- 
13). In judging the problems of life, remember 
two things: (1) the Highest One (God) takes into 
account all of the apparent and real injustices of 
life (5:8); (2) the inequalities and injustices of 
life have some compensation in the present world 
(5:9-14), and they will all be made right in the 
next (5:15-17). 


e. Fulfill your mission and portion in life (5:18-20). 
Thus you will find true joy and satisfaction; and 
thus you can enjoy the physical blessings that God 
bestows upon your toil. 





LITERATURE ON 
PRESBYTERIANISM 


A $5 BARGAIN 


Here's an offer designed to promote a better 
understanding of Presbyterianism and its heri- 
tage in this centennial year of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. These five publications (from 
among the finest in Reformed literature) are of- 
fered for just $5. If bought separately they would 
cost $7.65. Order one or more sets today. 


WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE by Gordon 
Clark, regularly $1.50 


PREDESTINATION by Lorraine Boettner, regu- 
larly $4.50 


THE CREED OF PRESBYTERIANS by Egbert W. 
Smith, regularly $1.25 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING TO THE 
SHORTER CATECHISM by William Childs 
Robinson, regularly $.25 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, including articles 
by Gregg Singer, G. Aiken Taylor, E. C. Scott, 
and B. Hoyt Evans, regularly $.15 


Order From 
THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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LATIN NATIONS WORK 
THEME OF CONFERENCE 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Some 850 
adults, high school and college students 
from throughout the South are ex- 
pected to attend the World Missions 
Conference of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., at Montreat, North 
Carolina, July 27- August 2, accord- 
ing to latest registration figures. 


(Registration is still open. For in- 
formation, write the Educational De- 
partment, Board of World Missions, 
before July 12 at Box 330, Nashville 
1, Tennessee, and after that date at 
the World Missions Building, Mon- 
treat, North Carolina.) 


Conference-goers may study next 
year’s world missions theme, “The 
Christian Mission in Latin American 
Countries,” with special emphasis on 
the work of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., in Brazil, Ecuador and Mexico; 
missions education in local churches; 
or they may attend discussion sessions 
led by Presbyterian U.S. missionaries 
from Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


Of special interest, for adults, will 
be a class on the ministry of Christian 
laymen overseas. It is designed for 
those who plan to travel or live abroad 
and for others concerned about this 
problem. It will be of special help to 
those who may be planning to travel 
or live abroad as tourists, servicemen, 
government workers, businessmen or 
students. 


Speakers for evening assemblies will 
include Dr. T. Watson Street, execu- 
tive secretary-elect, Board of World 
Missions, Presbyterian Church, U.S.; 
Dr. Wilfred Scopes of the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council, who will 
report on a survey of Latin America 
to be completed this May; the Rev. 
William B. Moseley, Presbyterian U.S. 
missionary to Brazil; and the Rev. 
John T. Peters, secretary of steward- 
ship and promotion, United Presbyter- 
ian Church, U.S.A. Climaxing the 
conference will be the commissioning 
service for new missionaries going 
out to serve on Presbyterian U.S. 
mission fields. 


Sunday speakers will be Dr. B. 
Frank Hall of the Pearsall Memorial 


Presbyterian church, Wilmington 
North Carolina, and the Rev. Fred R. 
Stair, Jr., Central Presbyterian 


JHE CHURCH AY HOME 


church, Atlanta. Leading Bible study 
through the week will be the Rev. 
Charles R. McCain, First Presbyterian 
church, LaGrange, Georgia, and recre- 
ation leader will be Robert E. Fak- 
kema, Presbyterian College, Clinton, 
South Carolina. Directing the con- 
ference is Dr. D. J. Cumming, edu- 
cational secretary of the Board of 
World Missions, Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. 





CHURCH EXTENSION WORK 
OF PRESBYTERY REVIEWED 


BATON ROUGE, La.—Laymen and 
ministers from throughout Louisiana 
Presbytery met here for a special re- 
view of Church Extension work in 
this rapidly-growing area. Participat- 
ing in a panel discussion were Dr. 
P. D. Miller of Atlanta, chairman of 
the Assembly’s Board of Church Ex- 
tension; the Rev. W. D. O’Neal, pastor 
of Baton Rouge’s Broadmoor church, 
the fastest-growing congregation in 
the synod; and the Rev. Linwood 
Cheshire, Presbytery’s superintendent 
of Church Extension. 


Purchase of sites 
churches is being recommended in 
Baton Rouge, Westlake, Pineville, 
Sulphur and St. Francisville. Sites 
have already been bought for pros- 
pective congregations at Plaquemine 
and Lake Charles. 


for additional 


Six new churches have been or- 
ganized in the presbytery since 1955. 
Prior to that the last one was organ- 
ized in 1942. 








* ITS NOT THE SPIRIT OF THE GIFT I WISH 
TO QUESTION, ITS... WELL, REGARDING 
YOUR BUSINESS OF COUNTERFEITING ’ 














PENSACOLA INSTITUTE 
FACULTY IS ANNOUNCED 

PENSACOLA, Fla.—Detailed plans 
for the 1961 Pensacola Theological 
Institute have been announced by the 
Rev. Donald C. Graham, pastor of the 
MclIlwain Memorial church here and 
dean of the Institute. 


Faculty members this year will in- 
clude: Dr. Gordon H. Clark of Butler 
University; Dr. Jerome DeJong, pas- 
tor of the Immanuel Reformed church 
of Grand Rapids, Mich., and secretary 
of the American Calvinistic Fellow- 
ship; Dr. R. Laird Harris, professor 
at Covenant Seminary, St. Louis, and 
president of the Evangelical Theologi- 
cal Society; Dr. Claude Rhea, Jr., of 
New Orleans Baptist Seminary; Dr. 
William Childs Robinson of Columbia 
Seminary; and Dr. Gregg Singer of 
Catawba College. 


Dates of the institute are Aug. 
27-Sept. 3. Application forms and 
detailed information are available on 
request to Mr. Graham, 1214 E. Blount 
St., Pensacola. 





SEMINARY NAMES SPEAKERS 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Louisville Semi- 
nary’s 1961 commencement activities 
will include a baccalaureate sermon 
by Dr. C. Morton Hanna, a professor 
at the seminary, at 8 p.m. May 28, 
and the commencement address by 
Dr. George E. Sweazey, minister of 
the Webster Groves (Mo.) church, at 
8 p.m. May 29. There are 33 candi- 
dates for B.D. degrees (including the 
seminary’s first woman graduate) and 
one candidate for a master’s degree. 





KENOVA PLANS DEDICATION 


KENOVA, W. Va.—Dedication of a 
new sanctuary will highlight a home- 
coming program for the First Church 
here June 10 and 11. A reception for 
former pastors and members is sched- 
uled Saturday night, and the dedi- 
cation will follow Sunday School on 
Sunday. 


The new building was completed 
late last year with much “do-it-your- 
self” work by members of the congre- 
gation. Even the hanging light fix- 
tures in the sanctuary were made by 
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members of the church, including a 
glass manufacturer, who blew the 
globes. 





PICKENS HAS REVIVAL 


PICKENS, W. Va. — The Rev. 
Charles W. McNutt was the evangelist 
for a week of services at the Pickens 
church. Thirty-three new professions 
of faith were registered. 





ASSEMBLY—from p. 7 


schools) be referred to the permanent 
Committee on Christian Relations for 
study and action. John D. Mosley 
spoke strongly against any Assembly 
action petitioning the government in 
this matter, pointing out that colleges 
now receive loans of various kinds 
from the government. After the 
motion prevailed, a resolution by D. 
Kirk Hammond passed which called 
on church members individually to 
express their concern to their repre- 
sentatives in Washington. 


The Assembly adjourned to meet 
in Winston-Salem, N. C., after hearing 
the report of the Committee on 
Thanks, brought by William C. Rob- 
inson; and after participating in a 
closing service of worship. 





EDITORIAL—from p. 9 


Those who advocate such abandon- 
ment of distinctive Presbyterianism 
usually point to the tremendous chal- 
lenges of student work, the unreached 
thousands, the inadequate resources. 


They argue in much the same way 
that a Home Missions executive might 
argue who believes that the Church 
can most effectively meet the tre- 
mendous needs of our growing popu- 
lation centers by forgetting denomi- 
national distinctives altogether and by 
uniting all denominations in the sup- 
port of whichever congregation hap- 
pens to get on the ground first with 
any kind of work just so it is called 
“Christian.” 


We pray that the Campus Christian 
Life committees of the synods will 
decide that this is not the mission of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 





The main drive of a tithing cam- 
paign should be to secure, not the 
tithe, but the tither; not the gift, but 
the giver; not the money, but the 
man; not the possession, but the pos- 
sessor. 








Child Evangelism in Summer— 


‘Go Quickly...’ 


An army of “summer missionaries” 
will be deployed across America this 
vacation season in public parks, on 


beaches, in back yards — wherever 
children will congregate — to take 
the Gospel message to unreached 


youngsters. 


These missionaries will use the out- 
of-doors for their pulpits, just as the 
earliest Christians did, giving the 
ageless message to boys and girls in 
the age of astronauts. With the help 
of materials prepared by Child Evan- 
gelism Fellowship, the summer work- 
ers will lead “five day Bible clubs” 
in thousands of neighborhoods. 


In some areas of the nation this 
work has been going on for many 


years, but its scope is being enlarged 
by the use of Child Evangelism’s 
planned program. One of the helps 
that is becoming increasingly popular 
is the “Wordless Book.” With its 
colored pages — gold for heaven, 
black for sin, red for the blood of 
salvation, white for cleansing from 
sin, and green for Christian growth, 
it easily catches the imagination of 
children. 


Children are engaged in conversa- 
tion simply and naturally, and then 
have their attention directed to the 
wordless book and the story its colors 
suggest. In this way youngsters come 
to learn of a loving Saviour who died 
for them and who longs to be received 
by them to save them from their sins. 





Baker’s DICTIONARY OF THEOLOGY 


$8.95 
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. . . defines the theological words 
of Scripture and those non-Biblico! 
theclogical terms of special signif- 
icance in contemporary theology. 


As useful at home as in the study! 


* 400,000 WORDS 
* 874 ARTICLES 
° 566 PAGES 
* 138 CONTRIBUTORS 


*. +. an evangelical masterpiece 
for which the reviewer predicts a 
phenomenal circulation. The arti- 
cles are written to acquaint the 
reader with the tension points in 
theological discussion and to pro- 
vide, in each case, a positive ex- 
position of the biblical content. The 
minister who ponders these aftir- 
mations will find himself growing 
in wisdom and bringing out of his 
storehouse things new and old. 
Church members will find here o 
treasure of Christian information 
and a biblical answer to many 
questions.” CHRISTIANITY TODAY 
(William Childs Robinson). 


*%& EVERETT F. HARRISON 
Editor-in-Chief 


te GEOFFREY W. BROMILEY + CARL F. H. HENRY 
Associate Editor 


Consulting Editor 


Order from 


The Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 








These children are given the chance 
to consider the matter and make a 
decision. 


The summer missionaries also use 
“summer fairs” to advantage, arrang- 
ing booths or miniature chapels in 
which to tell Bible stories. 


Housewives, teachers and students 
have all engaged in this vacation-time 
ministry — some on a full-time basis 
for as long as three months. Each 
is given special training before em- 
barking on a pre-arranged itinerary. 


Local people interested in this min- 
istry usually help in the planning and 
provide housing. They also help with 
record keeping and follow-up work. 
Among the findings in some of last 
summer’s records were that seven stu- 
dents working in Alabama _ reached 
2,003 children, 470 of whom had never 
been to Sunday School. 


The work is quiet and unspectacular, 
but those engaged in it are attempting 
to obey the Scriptural command to 
“Go quickly into the streets and lanes 
of the city, and bring in hither the 
poor, and the maimed, and the halt, 
and the blind.” Spiritually speaking, 
this describes many children! 





BOOKLET ON 


The 
National Council 
of Churches 


56 Pages 4” x 9” 


THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES 


(as now constituted 
and directed) 


A MENACE TO 
CHURCH AND STATE 


Price—20c per copy 
$2.00 per dozen 
$15.00 per hundred 


Order from 


THE 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 











Children's Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 


JOSEPH, JOB, AND MOSES 
11. Crossing the Red Sea 


DO YOU KNOW—How God divided the waters of the Red Sea? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Exodus 14:21. 


WHAT DOES THIS VERSE SAY about how the waters were 
divided? 


THINGS TO REMEMBER: Christ will deliver all who trust 


and obey Him. II Timothy 4:18. 
THE LONG JOURNEY BEGINS. 
Exodus 13:17-22; 14:5-10. | Connect the two parts that go 
together. 
Pharaoh showed the way by day. 
“God let the people go. 
Israelites led the people.” 
Pillar of cloud gave light by night. 


Pillar of fire 
Pharaoh took 
Pharaoh's army 
The Egyptians 
The camp was 
The Israelites 


went out of Egypt. 
were afraid. 

beside Pi-hahiroth. 
overtook them. 

600 chosen chariots. 
pursued the Israelites. 


MOSES COMFORTS THE PEOPLE. 

Exodus 14:13, 14, 19-22; Psalms 20:7, 23:4; Romans 8:31. 
Moses said, ‘‘Fear ye can be against us?” 
Egyptians trusted in for Thou art with me.” 

“I will fear no evil: not, stand still.” 

“If God be for us, who _ chariots and in horses. 
God divided all that night. 

A strong east wind blew _into the sea. 

The Israelites went the Red sea. 


THE EGYPTIANS ARE DESTROYED. 


Exodus 14:23-28. Cross out the wrong words. 


The Egyptians followed the Israelites into the Red Sea. THE 
LORD MOSES troubled the ISRAELITES EGYPTIANS, 
and took off their chariot wheels. The soldiers KNEW DID 
NOT KNOW that the Lord fought for Israel. Moses stretched out 


his hand and the waters came together. NO AFEW Egyptians 
remained. 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? How long were the Chil- 
dren of Israel in Egypt? Exodus 12:40. 


(Adapted from “Joseph, Job, and Moses”, Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Cali. ) 
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A SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION 
OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, by Rob- 
ert Dick Wilson, edited by Edward J. 
Young. Moody Press, Chicago. 194 
pp. $3.25. 


Dr. Wilson’s fundamental purpose 
in this volume is to show that intel- 
ligent Christians have a reasonable 
ground for concluding that the text 
of the Old Testament which we have 
is substantially correct and that in its 
true and obvious meaning it has a 
right to be considered a part of “the 
infallible rule of faith and practice” 
that we have in the Holy Scriptures. 
He indicates that so far as anyone 
knows, the Old Testament can be and 
is just what the authors claimed it to 
be and what Christ and the New Testa- 
ment writers thought it to be. The 
theory of kenosis, Dr. Wilson says, 
“so far as it affects the Lord’s knowl- 
edge of the Old Testament is shown 
to be unnecessary because the facts 
and the evidence bearing upon the 
Old Testament support the testimony 
of Jesus.” 


The conclusion reached by Dr. Wil- 
son is that no one knows enough to 
suggest that the true text of the Old 
Testament truly interpreted is not 
true. The evidence in our possession 
has convinced him that “at sundry 
times and in divers manners God 
spake unto our fathers through the 
prophets,” that the Old Testament in 
Hebrew “being immediately inspired 
by God” has “by His singular care 
and providence been kept pure in all 
ages,’ and that when the wisdom of 
men and the law of God had alike 
failed to save humanity, in the fulness 
of time, when all the preparation was 
complete, God sent forth His Son 
te confound the wisdom of man and 
to redeem those who are under the 
law. 


One of the splendid things about 
this book is that Dr. Wilson deals 
with the investigation on the basis 
of evidence. He analyzes the evi- 
dence of the text, the evidence of 
grammar, the evidence of vocabulary, 
the evidence of history and the evi- 
dence of religion. These studies will 
certainly strengthen the faith of the 
Christian and show him that we need 
not fear the truth about the Bible. 
It is refreshing to see one of the 
ablest Old Testament scholars of all 


time engaging his energies in the 
defense of the Word of God and re- 
fusing to join with those who like 
te pick flaws in the garments of the 
prophets and punch holes in the robe 
of Christ’s perfection. 


For some years this book has been 
out of print. We are grateful to the 
Moody Press for making it again 
available. We would like to see every 
student in our theological seminaries 
with a copy. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





RELEASE FROM GUILT AND 
FEAR, by Gordon Powell. Hawthorn 
Books, Inc., New York, N. Y. 160 pp. 
$2.95. 


The popular and able pastor of the 
St. Stephens Presbyterian Church, of 
Sydney, Australia, attempts to show 
that feelings of guilt are a major 
cause of fear, and that faith will en- 
able one to overcome the guilty feel- 
ings. 


Sin is declared real; and attempts 
to evade guilt bring on pressures and 
tension, which prevent happiness and 
correct adjustment in life. Confes- 
sion, and honest reevaluation of the 
sin by an individual will restore hap- 
piness, and contentment in life. Ably 
written, the book possesses a particu- 
lar appeal for the young stranger in 
a foreign land — the student at col- 
lege, the patriot in the military serv- 
ice, and the young adults in the new 
community; for all are seeking adjust- 
ment in the world. It is also a sup- 
pressed indictment of another genera- 
tion which did not rear the children 
in the fear and admonition of the 
Lord. 


—/(Rev.) George H. Kirker 
Geneva, Ala. 





THE CROSS THROUGH THE 
OPEN TOMB, by Donald Grey Barn- 
house. William B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing Company, Grand Rapids, 152 pp. 
$3.00. 


This posthumously published vol- 
ume was completed just before the 
death of its noted author. It is sig- 
nificantly providential that his final 
book should center on the resurrec- 
tion. With unusual simplicity this 
outstanding Bible teacher not only 
affirms the great fact of Christ’s vic- 
tory over the grave, but also relates 
it in a very practical way to each facet 
of the Christian life. 


In the opening chapter, a weakness 
common to large segments ,of Chris- 
tendom is underscored in the state- 
ment, “It is unfortunate that we ap- 
proach the cross of Jesus Christ as 
though it were the climax of His life 
instead of a great episode that led 
to the much greater event of the res- 
urrection and all that followed it.” 
The author contends that the cross 
must never be viewed as an end in 
itself. Otherwise we shall be as for- 
lorn, frustrated and defeated as the 
disciples before the resurrection. We 
must always see the cross through the 
open tomb. It is the “bare cross,” 
not a crucifix, which is “the symbol 
of the Christian faith.” It is the 
empty cross surveyed through the 
empty tomb which points our gaze to 
“the God-Man, now enthroned at the 
Father’s side waiting till all things 
are put under His feet.” 


—(Rev.) George Scotchmer 
Galveston, Tex. 





PRINCIPLES OF BIBLICAL HER- 
MENEUTICS, by J. Edwin Hartill. 
Zondervan, Grand Rapids. 123 pp. 
$3.50. 


This book was prepared by Dr. Har- 
till mainly, it appears, as a syllabus 
for his own courses at Northwestern 
College, Minneapolis. Now in_ its 
tenth printing, it consists largely of 
an extended outline. Hence its value 
will be somewhat limited to those oth- 
er than the author’s students. 


The principles of Biblical interpre- 
tation are listed that “your under- 
standing of the Word and your love 
for its truth may deepen, so that you 
may more ably pass it on to others.” 
A very reverent and believing tone is 
evident throughout. The twenty-three 
principles are quite suggestive as 
chapter titles, but some of them are 
questionable as actual rules of her- 
meneutics. They include such “prin- 
ciples” as, Dispensational, Ethnic Di- 
vision, Human Willingness in Illumi- 
nation, Progressive Mention, Gap, 
Three-fold, Repetition, Double Refer- 
ence, ete. 


Penetrated through and _ through 
with Dispensationalism, it is hardly 
likely that this outline will be very 
useful outside of the author’s class- 
room. Presbyterians, who adhere to 
the Covenant theology, will not ap- 
preciate it as much as the more stan- 
dard works on interpretation by Berk- 
hof and Terry and Ramm. 


—/(Rev.) Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Miss. 
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COMPREHENSIVE BIBLE CON- 
CORDANCE, ed. by Adam Clarke. 
Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids. 
984 pp. $3.50. 


Every student of the Bible ought 
to possess a Bible dictionary, a Bible 
commentary and a Bible concordance 
or word book. This is a reprint of the 
famed Adam Clarke Concordance. 


Clarke was a British Methodist com- 
mentator and theologian of massive 
learning, who lived from 1762 to 1832. 
He produced during his lifetime a six 
volume COMMENTARY ON THE 
HOLY SCRIPTURES which is compar- 
able with the noted MATTHEW 
HENRY. 


Clark’s handy CONCORDANCE is 
a reference book which the Bible stu- 
dent will pick up hundreds of times 
throughout the year. It is an in- 
dispensable help in finding all the 
keywords of the Bible in alphabeti- 
cally arranged order. 


Not as extensive as Cruden’s, 
Young’s, or Strong’s, yet this concord- 
ance is more comprehensive and con- 
cise than any other in the field. It 
contains 50,000 more references than 
other concordances of like size. 


An added feature consists of defi- 
nitions of theological terms and proper 
names. There are also numerous en- 
gravings of Biblical antiquities and 
customs, that help to give a clearer 
understanding of Biblical lore. 


—(Rev.) John H. Knight 
Smyrna, Ga. 





SIMPLE SERMONS FOR TODAY’S 
WORLD, by W. Herschel Ford. Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rap- 
ids. 120 pp. $1.95. 


Dr. Ford is the pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of El Paso, Texas, and 
this is the twelfth in his series 
of “Simple Sermons.” This volume 
contains twelve sermons from Bib- 
lical texts which speak to modern 
man in a vital way. His main theme 
is Jesus Christ Himself as the Son 
of God. Human interest illustrations 
abound and are skillfully used to ap- 
ply the truth of the Word to needs of 
today’s world. 


The author writes from the Premil- 
lenial position and does not share our 
Presbyterian view of predestination, 
making election dependent upon a 
foreknowledge of faith. However, the 
reader of these messages will be chal- 
lenged to consistent Christian living 


and witnessing for Christ. The min- 
ister seeking help for evangelistic 
preaching will find it. 


—(Rev.) Robert G. Valentine 
Shreveport, La. 





WHOM THE LORD LOVETH, by 
Jane Huff. McGraw-Hill Book Com- 
pany, New York. $4.95. 


Jane Huff, wife of the late Rev. 
James A. Huff, has written a most 
beautiful and touching biography of 
her husband. The true story of their 
lives together, their love for the Lord 
and each other speaks to the heart of 
the reader in a forceful way. This 
man gave his all, even life itself, in 
the service of his Lord. His years in 
the Gospel Ministry were very short, 
but exceedingly fruitful. This book 
is a marvelous inspiration to all who 
have experienced discouragement, suf- 
fering or sorrow. It reads more like 
a novel than a biography. 


—Mrs. Sam S. Cappel 
Mebane, N. C. 





SELECTED POETRY FOR SER- 
MONS AND ADDRESSES, Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids. 114 pp. 
$1.95. 


For the preacher who sticks to the 
traditional “three points and a poem,” 
this little volume will be very help- 
ful. 319 poems are included, grouped 
into 106 topics. These cover the sea- 
sons of the Christian Year, particular 
aspects of salvation, life’s problems, 
living the Christian life, and so on. 
The selections are from such pens as 
Charles Wesley, Walter Scott, Whit- 
tier, Watts, Longfellow, Browning, 
Tennyson, Fannie Crosby, Milton. 


A thorough index is appended. This 
book is another in Baker’s “Minister’s 
Handbook Series.” 


—/(Rev.) Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 





PRAYERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS. 
Baker Book House. 80 pp. $1.95. 


A collection of prayers by different 
authors, all of them leaders among 
evangelicals. The list includes Merrill 
C. Tenney, Paul S. Rees, Richard Hal- 
verson, Donald G. Barnhouse, Wick 
Broomall, William B. Ward, Andrew 
K. Rule. A volume in the “Minister’s 
Handbook Series.” 


—G. Aiken Taylor 


THE TRUTH OF BIBLE HEAL- 
ING, by Eddie Karnes. World Har- 
vesters, Inc., West Hartford, Conn. 
64 pp. 


This small booklet, written by a 
missionary to Japan, is another title 
in the already vast literature on the 
subject of religious healing, but is im- 
portant because it gives insights into 
the Pentecostal aspects of the ques- 
tion. Mr. Karnes has had personal 
relationships with some prominent 
men in the Pentecostal movement, for 
whom he has a personal affection, but 
is constrained by honesty to reveal 
their shallow and sometimes dishonest 
thinking. Mr. Karnes accepts the 
power of God to heal, as should we 
all, but denies the special tenet of 
Pentecostalism — healing in the 
atonenment for here and now, that 
sickness is the result of personal sin, 
that it is always God’s will that we be 
healthy, etc. 


The entire question of the relation- 
ship of Christianity and health re- 
mains unresolved, a most challenging 
issue for our time. This book will 
point out some of the errors and mis- 
takes we can make in sincerely try- 
ing to discover God’s truth in the 
matter. 


—C. R. Stegall, Jr., D.D. 
Shalimar, Fla. 





STUDIES IN THE SERMON ON 
THE MOUNT, Volume II, by D. Mar- 
tyn Lloyd-Jones. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., Grand Rapids. 337 
pp. $4.50. 


Volume II takes up just where Vol- 
ume I left off, both in content and in 
quality. This newest one contains 
thirty sermons by Dr. Lloyd-Jones on 
chapters 6 and 7 of Matthew, all of 
which expose afresh the straightfor- 
ward teachings of our Lord in the 
great Sermon. 


The author, by way of introduction, 
says, “It was never my intention to 
preach sixty sermons on the Sermon 
on the Mount; I just went on from 
Sunday to Sunday and this turned out 
to be the result. I can but hope and 
pray that God will bless it.” As this 
book is read, this hope and prayer 
will be realized, for such Biblical 
preaching as this cannot but bring 
the blessing of God to the reader, as 
these sermons undoubtedly did to 
their hearers. 


—(Rev.) Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 
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MINISTERS 


Hugh M. Jefferson from Atlanta, 
Ga., to West Nashville church, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Herbert T. Lewis from Faison, N. C., 
to the Immanuel church, Wilming- 
ton, N. C. 

George D. McCall, now doing gradu- 
ate study at Princeton Seminary, 
has accepted a call to the Highlands 
church, Highlands, N. C. 

Wm. A. McCutchen, Jr., from Salis- 
bury, N. C., to minister of education 
and associate pastor of the Hiden- 
wood church, Newport News, Va. 
William C. Robinson, Jr., has become 
professor of New Testament at 
SMU, Dallas, Texas. 

Richard Henry Thomas from the 
UPUSA Church to be pastor of the 
First Church, Bryan, Texas. 
Robert Fulton, Charleston, S. C., 
has accepted a call to the First 
Church, Greenville, Miss. 

James A. Mitchell, Hot Springs, 
Ark., has become executive secre- 
tary of Church Extension for 
Ouachita Presbytery. 

Kenneth P. Craig, formerly of the 
McElroy Memorial A.R.P. church, 
Atlanta, has become minister of the 
Inman Park (U.S.) church, Atlanta, 
Ga. 

William J. Barnett from Haskell, 
Texas, to the Greenville, Texas, 
church. 

J. Richard Bass has resigned as 
minister of the St. Marys, Ga., 
church, effective May 31, to go to 
Mexico as a missionary. 

Robert W. Cousar, Jr., Charlotte, 
N. C., has accepted a call from the 
Home Missions Committee, West- 
minster Presbytery, to begin a new 
work in Brandon, Fla., effective 
June 1. 

David E. Boozer, Flemington, Ga., 
will assume the pastorate of the 
newly organized church at Jekyll 
Island, Ga. 

John P. Stephenson has become pas- 
tor of the new Westminster church, 
Fayetteville, N. C., which has been 
organized during the past year. 


Lewis W. Bullard, formerly of Cal- 
houn, Ga., has begun his work as 
pastor of the Allenhurst, Ga., 
church. 

Albert F. Boehler, from Memphis, 
Tenn., to Director of Gibson County 
Larger Parish, Trenton, Tenn. 
Richard Deursen from Duluth, Minn., 
to Willow River, Minn. 





LETTERS 
THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD 


Thank you for your editorial, “If 
the World Infiltrates the Church” 
(May 3). It gave me fresh courage 
not to expect much today but His 
Presence in our hearts. 


—Mrs. Robert S. Lanier 
Pineville, N. C. 





MIS-STATEMENT? 


Re. your April 19 issue, I must 
point out that the Christian Reformed 
Church does not operate more pa- 
rochial schools than any other Protest- 
ant denomination; try the Missouri 
Synod Lutheran instead. 


—D. L. Holmes, Jr. 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 





PLEASANT WORDS 


As an old fashioned Presbyterian 
I am an avid reader and admirer of 
the Journal for it states so clearly 
the issues before the church today.... 
Please send me two dozen copies of 
the April 5 issue. I wish to place a 
copy in the hands of every elder and 
deacon in my church. 


—Mrs. R. E. D. Blanton 
Powhatan, Va. 





NEW USE FOR BIBLE STUDY 


Thank you for the Youth Program 
by the Rev. B. Hoyt Evans, which we 
use with our Junior Highs on Sunday 
evenings. Along with this program 
I also use the Children’s Bible Study 
as a quiz. 


—Mary Louise Campbell 
Macon, Miss. 





POTPOURRI 


After receiving the Journal for one 
year, we are convinced the paper is 
well worth the price and reading time. 
Though primarily serving the South- 
ern Church, we appreciate your news 


coverage of other sections and denomi- 
nations, and your liberality in giving 
over sermons and articles on occasion 
to writers of like-minded faith, though 
representing other churches . . . Hope 
your paper will always remain a week- 
ly. Boost the price per year or use 
old newsprint, but please keep it a 
weekly! 


—Henry Sauber 
Hyattesville, Md. 


* * * 


Christians in all denominations are 
beginning to realize that they may 
occasionally find more like-minded 
brethren in another denomination than 
in their own. This is why the JOUR. 
NAL has proposed that evangelically- 
minded Presbyterians should begin to 
explore the possibility of union with 
other evangelically-minded Presbyter- 
ians in other Churches.—Ed. 





Enclosed find my check for another 
year’s subscription — a magazine I 
would not want to be without. In one 
way or another and at some time every 
question I’ve had on so many things 
has been so satisfactorily answered by 
some writer in the Journal. 


—Mrs. A. Lee Watson 
Martinsburg, W. Va. 





The prospects are as bright as the prom- 
ises of God.—Judson. 





FOR SALE — 30 handsome birch- 
wood, dark mahogany stained, curved 
church pews, approximately 22 feet 
in length. Price, $1,000, f.c.b. in a 
Virginia city. Write “Pews,” c/o the 


JOURNAL. 





Invest FF 
in lives 5 3 

1 
and your mt le 


Consider Christian Education 


6 Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
fat Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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